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Objective 
The objective of the AP European History course is to increase the student’s understanding of European history with the goal of having students pass the AP European Examination in May.  The areas of concentration include historical, political and economic history, coupled with an intense study of the cultural and intellectual institutions and their development.  This course is taught at the university level and will require an increased amount of reading, comprehending and application of knowledge. Memorization is helpful for factual recall however the focus will be on analysis and synthesis of information.  Students will use both primary and secondary historical resources. 

Text:
Palmer, Colton and Kramer, A History of the Modern World (10th edition)

Kagan, Ozment and Turner, The Western Heritage (7th edition)

Mark Distribution
Assignments ………………….25%
Document Based Questions…..13.75%

Essay Tests……………………13.75%
Multiple Choice Tests ………...27.5%
Final Project.…………………..20%
Assignments -   All assignments, readings and responses are due at the beginning of class on the dates published on the course calendar. No assignment will be accepted late.  For students who are unexpectedly absent on the day an assignment is due, the assignment will only be accepted if accompanied by a written excuse.  If you know you are going to be absent, the work must be passed in prior to your absence (even for school related absences).
Tests –   There will be approximately five multiple choice/ free-response essay exams and six document based exam questions (DBQ) this semester.  The tests will be designed in such a way as to reflect the format of the AP European History Examination.  Maintaining the reading schedule and taking appropriate notes will help students prepare for these assessments of understanding and analysis.
Quizzes – The quizzes will be random and will always be associated with either the expected readings or the materials covered the day before. Quizzes will take no more than ten minutes of any given class. 

Participation – Every member of the AP European History class is expected to participate in classroom discussions and activities.  Positive contributions will not only help your peers with their understanding of the material but will reinforce your own understanding.  When units of study are divided among class members, you are expected to do your part.  We cannot progress as a class if you have neglected to do that which was assigned to you. 

Topics of Study for European History
Specific details regarding each topic are available on kvhigh.com under course materials, “G’s Historical Hot Spot”  


The Renaissance
The Protestant Reformation & Religious Wars
The Commercial Revolution
The Age of Absolutism
The Scientific Revolution
The Enlightenment
Revolutionary France
Napoleonic Europe
Restoration, Reaction, Reform, & Romanticism
Industrialization & Social Unrest
Late 19c Europe:  Nationalism & Imperialism
Late 19c European Culture:  Thought & Society
It is assumed that students taking this class have been previously introduced to the following topics and thus they may only be touched on briefly in class this semester:

· The Enlightenment

· The French Revolution

· Napoleonic Europe

· The Industrial Revolution

· The Russian Revolution

· Totalitarianism in the 1930s






