How to Interpret Visual Documents as Primary Sources of Information

General Questions

1. What do you see in the image?  Describe details in each part of the photo.
2. Who is in the painting?  What are the people doing?  What is happening?

3. Where do you think the picture was taken?  When?  How can you tell?

4. Why do you think this painting was painted?

5. What emotions might the artist have been trying to create in the viewer?

6. Has the artist emphasized or omitted anything in order to strengthen the message he or she wants to convey?

Specific Questions

1. How are the people dressed?  What can you learn from their clothing?

2. Notice their facial expressions.  What feelings do you think the people are expressing?

3. How do people seem to be relating to one another?

4. Describe the buildings.  Are they old or new?  What is their purpose?

5. What technology is being used?

6. Examine the geographic features – landforms, climate, vegetation etc.

Assignment One – Consecration of Napoleon

Go through the above process and record your finding for this picture.  /10
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