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Introduction

· Psychology is the science that studies mental processes and behavior in humans and other animals; it is also the profession which applies the knowledge of this science to practical problems.

· This course is the equivalent of an introductory psychology course taught at the university level.  Don’t take it if you don’t want to be challenged.

· You will learn new concepts daily and have required readings every night.  You will be required to attend classes after school in January, and complete reading assignments over March Break and Easter Weekend.  If school is cancelled because of a snowstorm, you will still be responsible for reading the material that would have been covered on that day.
· If you choose to write the AP exam, you may qualify for advanced standing or credit at university.  Check with individual institutions for the AP policies.
AP Psychology Exam
Tuesday, May 11, 2010
Resources

The text is Wayne Weiten’s Psychology: Themes and Variations.  The book companion site is www.wadsworth.com.  Information on the AP exam can be found at http://apcentral.collegeboard.com.  These and other useful sites, as well as notes for the course, can be found at www.kvhigh.com and on EdLine.

Marking Scheme

Term Mark (70%)

60%
Tests 


There will be a test every three units, five tests in total.
20%
Final Project

You will work on your final project after the AP exam.

10%
Class Mark

Based on class participation and in-class assignments.
10%
Quizzes

There will be a quiz every Friday until the AP exam.

Exam Mark (30%)

The exam is optional if your term mark is 80% or higher and you’ve written the AP exam.

Course Content
NB: Dates are subject to change.

Unit 1:
History & Approaches (To be completed before the course begins.  Classes will be held after school in January.)
Ref: Chapter 1, The Evolution of Psychology

1. The Development of Psychology 

2. Psychology Today 

3. Seven Key Themes in Psychology
Unit 2: Research Methods (To be completed before the course begins. Classes will be held after school in January.)
Ref: Chapter 2, The Research Enterprise in Psychology

1. The Scientific Approach
2. Experimental Research
3. Descriptive & Correlational Research 

4. Statistics 

5. Evaluating Research 

6. Research Ethics 

7. Critical Thinking
Unit 3: The Biological Bases of Behavior (Week of Feb 3)
Ref: Chapter 3, The Biological Bases of Behavior

1. Communication in the Nervous System 

2. Organization of the Nervous System 

3. Researching the Brain 

4. The Brain 

5. Cerebral Laterality 

6. The Endocrine System 

7. Heredity and Behavior 

***TEST ON UNITS 1-3, THURSDAY, FEB 11***

Unit 4: Sensation & Perception (Week of Feb 8)

Ref: Chapter 4, Sensation and Perception

1. Psychophysics 

2. Vision 

3. Hearing
4. Taste and Smell
5. Touch
6. Other Systems
Unit 5: States of Consciousness (Week of Feb 15)

Ref: Chapter 5, Variations in Consciousness

1. Consciousness 

2. Biological Rhythms 

3. Sleep 

4. Dreaming 

5. Hypnosis 

6. Drugs 

Unit 6: Learning (Week of Feb 22)

Ref: Chapter 6, Learning

1. Classical Conditioning 

2. Operant Conditioning 

3. Biological and Cognitive Factors on Conditioning 

4. Observational Learning 

***TEST ON UNITS 4-6, THURSDAY, MAR 11***

Unit 7: Cognition (March Break Reading & Week of March 8)
Ref: Chapter 7, Human Memory, & Chapter 8, Language and Thought

1. Encoding
2. Storage
3. Forgetting
4. The Biology of Memory
5. Multiple Memory Systems
6. Language (March Break Reading)
7. Problem Solving (March Break Reading)
8. Decision Making (March Break Reading)
9. Creativity (March Break Reading)
Unit 8: Motivation & Emotion (Weeks of March 15 & 22)

Ref: Chapter 10, Motivation and Emotion, & Chapter 13, Stress, Coping, and Health

1. Hunger and Eating
2. Sexual Motivation and Behavior
3. Affiliation & Achievement 

4. Emotional Experience 
5. Stress 
6. Effects of Stress on Psychological and Physical Health
***TEST ON UNITS 7 & 8, Thursday, APR 1***

Unit 9: Developmental Psychology (Week of Mar 29)

Ref: Chapter 11, Human Development Across the Life Span

1. Prenatal Development
2. Childhood
3. Adolescence
4. Adulthood
5. Gender Differences
Unit 10: Personality (Week of Apr 6)

Ref: Chapter 12, Personality

1. Personality Theory
2. Psychodynamic Approach
3. Behavioral Approach 
4. Humanistic Approach 
5. Biological Approach 
6. Other Aspects of Personality 

Unit 11: Testing and Individual Differences (Week of Apr 12)
Ref: Chapter 9, Intelligence and Psychological Testing

1. Key Concepts in Intelligence Testing 

2. The Evolution of Psychological Testing 

3. Basic Questions about Intelligence Testing 

4. Extremes of Intelligence 
5. Heredity & Environment 

6. New Directions in Intelligence Testing
***TEST ON UNITS 9-11, Thursday. APR 22***

Unit 12: Abnormal Psychology (Week of Apr 19)

Ref: Chapter 14, Psychological Disorders

1. Abnormal Behavior 

2. Anxiety Disorders 

3. Somatoform Disorders 

4. Dissociative Disorders 

5. Mood Disorders 

6. Schizophrenic Disorders 

7. Personality Disorders 

8. Eating Disorders 

9. Other Psychological Disorders
10. Psychological Disorders and the Law 

Unit 13: Treatment of Psychological Disorders (Week of Apr 26)
Ref: Chapter 15, Treatment of Psychological Disorders

1. Elements of Treatment 
2. Insight Therapies 
3. Behavior Therapies 
4. Biomedical Therapies 
5. Trends and Issues in Treatment
Unit 14: Social Psychology (Week of May 3)
Ref: Chapter 16, Social Behavior

1. People Perception 

2. Attribution 

3. Love and Relationships 

4. Attitudes 
5. Conformity and Obedience 

6. Behavior in Groups 

***TEST ON UNITS 12-14, May 13***

Unit 15: Psychology Project, Presentation Due June 7, Essay Due June 11
Seven Key Themes in Psychology

Psychology is empirical.
Psychology is theoretically diverse.

Psychology develops in a socio-historical context.

Behavior is determined by multiple causes.

Behavior is shaped by culture.

Heredity and environment both influence behavior.

People's experience of the world is highly subjective.
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