History 113 Course Outline 

Modern History 113 is designed to provide students with a quick overview of the important events and developments which have shaped our history during the 20th century.  When appropriate, the course materials will be supplemented with historical documentaries and actual media coverage from the times.

Distribution of Marks

Formative Assessments (quizzes, assignments, participation) -20%
Summative Assessments (unit tests, formal essay, projects)   - 50%

Final Examination                                                                     - 30%

Units of Study
I.  Europe at War – We will explore the causes and events of World War One and World War Two.  Students can expect to write a number of quizzes and at least three tests during this unit.  In addition, each student will complete various assignments based on historical readings and two research activities.
II. Development of Communism in Russia – We will examine the Russian Empire, and what political influence this had on the 20th century.  Students will become familiar with prominent figures, daily life, and industry as well as war efforts in Russia. Assessment will be similar to that of unit one.
III. Profiles of Lenin and Stalin – Briefly, we will examine the power and influence of these notorious leaders.  Students will become familiar with the political, social and economic circumstances that resulted from their reigns, both during and after the war.  Again, quizzes, tests and research will make up the assessment practice for this unit.

IV. The United States of America – Students will examine political and social development of this neighboring nation post WWI and WWII.  We will study the social implications of the events that occurred.  Students will read historical accounts of encounters with factory workers, civil rights leaders, the stock market crash, The New Deal etc.  This unit will also include a formal research paper, which has a presentation attached the requirements.
V. The World and its Superpowers – Topics such as the Cold War, the Berlin Wall, Cuba and Castro will be explored in addition to the impact of the Korean War and Vietnam.  Conditions in the nations involved as well as world reactions will be examined.  Why did people protest against some of these events?  What political unrest resulted?

VI. The Middle East – This unit will cover the birth of Israel as a nation, the development of the Suez Canal, Six Day War, Palestinian Liberation Organization, conflict with Lebanon and Iran, war in the Persian Gulf and continued strife in the Middle East.
Classroom Expectations and Policies

Please read the following section carefully and be certain that you understand all that is expected of you.  If you have questions, now is the time to ask, not in the heat of the moment.

Behaviour – 

Every person who enters this classroom is expected to act in such a way as to maintain a positive learning environment.  Those who fail to act accordingly will be removed from class and will not be allowed back in until such time as the behaviours have been corrected.  A second violation will result in a step and possible administration involvement.

Testing – 

Students who are on a SEP and wish to write their tests in the testing room are responsible for signing up.  I cannot do it for you. The surprise quizzes will be administered in such a way that students can easily complete them in class.  If a student is absent the day a test is written, you must present a written excuse upon your return.  No excuse, no test.  No test, no marks. If a student knows in advance that they will be absent on the day of a test, they must write the test before leaving for their activity, appointment etc.  There are no exceptions to this policy.

Homework/Assignments – 

Homework includes reviewing and studying materials as presented in class.  It may not be directly assigned, but it is expected that you will review these course materials two to three times a week.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class, not the middle and certainly not at the end of class! All assignments must be completed and on time.  Work which is incomplete will not be accepted.  Assignments not passed in on the day they are due will not be marked unless the student has an excused absence from that day.

Formal Research Paper – 

Every student of History 11 is expected to research and write a formal essay on their chosen topic of history from the years between 1450 and 2004.  A list of suggested topics is available at kvhigh.com under course materials, “G’s Historical Hot Spot”, along with the essay requirements.  This essay is part of the summative assessment category which is worth 50% of your final grade.  Traditionally, those to do not pass in an essay do not pass the course. Your essay is due Thursday, April 22, 2010.  You may pass your essay in early, however no late papers will be accepted.  There is no exception to this rule!!!  You have 50 school days to complete this assignment - thus no excuses.  Running out of ink is not an excuse and I happily accept emailed work from students.
