KV High School

PSSC Meeting – May 16th, 2011
	Present:
	
	 Regrets:
	

	Peter Smith
	Jane Richard
	Bob Crowley
	Lori Munn

	Carole MacFarquhar
	Katlyn Jardine
	Cyndi Joudrey
	Pierrette Robichaud

	Carol Hamilton
	Philip Patterson
	Cathy Robichaud
	Kelly Wear

	Craig Logan
	Gwen Shuttleworth (guest)
	
	Myra McNaughton


1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m.

2. Agenda for the meeting this evening was reviewed and was approved by Philip Patterson and seconded by Jane Richard.

3. Minutes from the meeting April 18th, 2010 were reviewed. They were approved by Katlyn Jardine and seconded by Carol Hamilton.

4. Correspondence:

· PSSC members were invited to attend the Renaissance Awards Luncheon event at the school.  Carole represented the PSSC, and presented rewards cards (printing costs covered by PSSC some years ago).  The PSSC received a framed certificate acknowledging their ongoing sponsorship of the program. Carole reviewed the key points of the event. 

· PSSC members all received invitations KV HS Graphic Art & Design and Visual Arts classes to  Art Exhibit Openings being held in the area. Mr. Smith described the programs leading to the exhibits. Action: Mr. Smith will ask about the extent of the distribution list.
· Carole received a form that needs to be completed by the PSSC – a review of Mr. Smith.  This exercise is completed annually.  Results need to be sent back to District Office by June 24. Carole suggested that we get together on another Monday to complete the review.  

Action: Carole will suggest a date/time. Tentative date June 13th at 7pm at the school

5. Student Report

· Grad Class variety show on Thursday May 18– funds raised will go to Safe Grad

· Rugby game was held against RHS on the weekend - funds raised will go to the Safe Grad

· Drama fest went very well this year. Three plays went to the event.

· Coming up:  Exams

6. Business arising from previous meeting:

a) KVHS sign: 
· Mr. Smith was unable to meet with John MacDonald since our last meeting. In lieu of this meeting – Mr. Smith sent him an email outlining the reason that he wanted to meet with him (funding options and what rules apply to us, hw do we get the sign on the list of projects needing funding?). 
· Also, Mr. Smith discussed fundraising options with Mr. Munro. He advised against approaching the Miller family for money, as they perceive the field project and KVHS as the same thing, and they just gave $ 1 million to the field.  
The group discussed possible further action and decided that nothing could be done over the summer.  It would be best to wait for advice from John MacDonald before approaching Shaw for a quote.  We would prefer to have the district fund the sign rather than have it cluttered with sponsor logos. Action: Mr. Smith was going to see if it would be possible to cut back/clean up the bushes behind the existing sign so that it may be more visible from vehicles coming from the opposite direction; Mr. Smith will email the PSSC when he hears from John MacDonald; Carole will refer to the next PSSC, which will have to pick up the project in September and hope some money becomes available during the year.
b) Speaker Night:  Speaker night was held April 26th – 7pm; David Belmore from Post Secondary Education and Labour spoke about student financial aid. Leigh-Ellen Thomas spoke on helping students prepare for university.  Approx. 50 people attended. Feedback was very positive with respect to both speakers. A suggestion was made that these speakers/this topic may be more suitable in the fall, and could be repeated every November.  Alternative seating arrangements were discussed that would draw the audience closer to the speakers: science lab, rearranging tables, front of theatre, Library.  Speakers should also be encouraged to use mics.                                            Action: Carole will refer to next year’s PSSC.
c)  Driveway condition: The driveway towards the back and behind the school is in bad condition – potholes, etc. There is still money in the budget to pave the parking lot this spring, but plans do not currently include this driveway. Since the last meeting, Mr. Smith talked to the Facilities Manager to see what can be done.  The Facilities Manager was going to send a grader down to address the issues. This has not been done as of yet. It was suggested that the Town might be asked to help with repairs, as much of the use of the back field is for town sponsored activities.                                        Action: Mr. Smith will follow up with the Facilities Manager.
7.  New Business

· None

8.  Principal’s Report 

· Parking Lot paving is proceeding.  Mr. Smith distributed a copy of the plan. The plan shows 105 paved (and marked) parking spaces, an extended drop-off lane and a refined entry and exit layout.

· Presentation for Grade 8 parents in April – well attended

· Portage (drug rehabilitation facility) representatives came in (April) and spoke to a number of Grade 10 classes.  This was well received by those who were able to hear them. Numbers were limited to about 60 students.

· Grade 12 Parents’ information night held.
· “Meet the Candidates” for the Federal Election was in before the election.  

· Blood Donor clinic was held in April. Students had to be 17 to participate.

· Leadership team election for next year was held

· Campus Cleanup was held (30th)

· AP exams are now completed.  

· Drama festival (three plays were sent).  Provincial acting award (Alvin Shaw Award) was presented to KV student Jared Stanley. One of the plays is going to the Atlantic Drama Festival in PEI.

· DEC focus group was held on May 4th with students, including some from KVHS.  

· Night of the Arts was held – plays, visual arts, and music.

· 2 art exhibit openings by Graphic Art & Design and Visual Arts classes – results of Artists in Residence program. Teachers Mrs. Mitchell and Mr. Dallon are both on the provincial curriculum development committee.

· Grad class election was held for next year

· Grad class Rugby game with RHS was held over the weekend – fundraising for Safe Grad

· Coming up (All upcoming events are on Ed Line):

· Turnaround Achievement Award 

· Academic award 

· Grad dinner

· Athletic awards

· Exams

· Prom June 22

· Report card (pick up morning of June 24th)

· Graduation (evening of 24th) Stephen Webb will give keynote.  Subsequent years will continue to invite KVHS grads to speak.

· Staff allocation numbers for next year have been given. There is no loss of teaching staff, but guidance hours have been reduced from 2 fte to 1.6. The guidance teachers will each teach a class. Mr. Howe’s yoga class is extremely popular.

· PSSC budget not yet announced for next year, but may be reduced.

· Two teacher retirements at the end of this year in the school.

9. “Once Around the Table” 

· Bullying: There are programs currently in place in the school.  It should be addressed in the school improvement plan.  Next year’s PSSC may look at ways that they can help, perhaps in terms of communicating the programs to parents. 

· National Championships – 

· Reach for the Top team is going to Nationals in Toronto 

· National French Oratorical representative from KVHS

· Carole thanked all PSSC members for their support throughout the year, and asked that they consider staying on next year. In particular, she thanked Carol Hamilton for her secretarial assistance.

10.  Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

11.  Next meeting: TBD in the fall of 2011

Respectively submitted by:

Carol Hamilton 
